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Definition of a Student Portfolio:

A student portfolio is a framework containing evidence of achievement of learning outcomes and experiences over time. This evidence is supplemented by the portfolio builders’ reflections on their learning and can be used to provide feedback to the learner. 

Constituents of a Portfolio:

A portfolio should be more than a random collection of observations or student products; it should be systematic in that the observations noted and the student products included relate to major instructional goals and are organized in a structured fashion. 1
Portfolios can consist of a wide variety of materials: teacher notes, teacher-completed checklists, student self-reflections, reading logs, sample journal pages, written summaries, audio files of oral readings, videotapes of group projects, and so forth. 2 All of these items are not used all of the time but suggest the breadth of possibilities.
Portfolio Assessment and Self-Directed Learning:

Portfolio assessment is intimately linked to self-directed learning. In self-directed learning the onus should be on the learner to demonstrate achievement of the appropriate standard in each of the learning outcomes. The portfolio provides a framework into which the learner can put self-selected material providing evidence of significant activities and achievements. 3
Advantages of Portfolios:
· Encourage self-directed learning
· Enlarge the view of what is learned

· Foster learning about learning
· Demonstrate progress towards identified outcomes
· Create an intersection for instruction and assessment
· Provide a way for students to value themselves as learners
· Offer opportunities for peer-supported growth
· Maintains a record of development
· Offer opportunities for peer-supported learning 

Validity of Portfolios as a tool for Assessment:

Portfolios are extremely valid measures of literacy. A new and exciting approach to validity, known as consequential validity, maintains that a major determinant of the validity of an assessment measure is the consequence that the measure has upon the student, the instruction, and the curriculum. 4 There is evidence that portfolios inform students, as well as teachers, parents (and advisors) to track progress; and that the results can be used to improve instruction, another major dimension of good assessment. 5
Development and Assessment of a Portfolio:

Portfolios offer a way of assessing student learning that is different than traditional methods. Portfolio assessment provides the teacher and students an opportunity to observe students in a broader context: including such considerations as taking risks, developing creative solutions, and learning to make judgments about their own performances.

In order for thoughtful evaluation to take place, teachers must have multiple scoring strategies to evaluate student progress. Criteria for a finished portfolio might include several of the following:

· Thoughtfulness (including evidence of students' monitoring of their own comprehension, metacognitive reflection, and productive habits of mind).

· Growth and development in relationship to key curriculum expectancies and indicators.

· Completeness, correctness, and appropriateness of products and processes presented in the portfolio.

· Diversity of entries (e.g., use of multiple formats to demonstrate achievement of both designated performance standards and incidental achievements).

It is especially important for teachers and students to work together to prioritize those criteria that will be used as a basis for assessing and evaluating student progress, both formatively (i.e., throughout an instructional time period) and summatively (i.e., as part of a culminating project, activity, or related assessment to determine the extent to which curricular expectancies, indicators, and standards have been achieved).

As the school year progresses, students and teacher can work together to identify especially significant or important artifacts and processes to be captured in the portfolio. Additionally, they can work collaboratively to determine grades or scores to be assigned to included elements where appropriate. Rubrics, rules, and scoring keys can be designed for a variety of portfolio components. In addition, letter grades might also be assigned. Finally, some form of oral discussion or investigation should be included as part of the summative evaluation process. This component should involve the student, teacher, and, if possible, a panel of reviewers in a thoughtful exploration of the portfolio components, students' decision-making and evaluation processes related to artifact selection, and other relevant issues. 6
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